Frequently Asked Questions (FAQs) about Internship Positions
Are they only available in summer?

We typically have full-time openings in summer. We also have full-time openings for graduate students and postdoctoral trainees during the academic year. In addition, we sometimes have part-time openings during the academic year, which typically are ¼-time.

How long are they for?

Student internships usually are arranged for 10 weeks, but in some cases longer.

Where are they located?

Most internship openings are on-site in Seattle. Occasionally internships are available at a partner’s site. Internships can involve fieldwork as part of the research experience.
How much do they pay?
Pay is competitive and commensurate with level of education and experience. For example, PhD-level graduate student interns receive $7,000 for a 10-week full-time internship, masters-level interns receive $6,000, and undergraduates $5,000. High school interns receive $2,000 for a part-time summer internship. Since paid internships are highly competitive, sometimes we accept volunteer interns or students receiving course credit as participants in our research, usually in cases where their interests and abilities are an especially good match for our planned activities.
What supervision do interns receive?
Student interns work as part of a multidisciplinary team with other students, and they are supervised by postdoctoral trainees, other staff scientists, and in some cases the Director.
